Letter to the Editor / Lettre a la r edaction Ultrasound Training for Nonradiologists I enjoyed the editorial on ultrasound training for nonradiologists [1] . In addition to the points made, it seems to me important to make a clear distinction between ultrasound used as part of a clinical examination, which attracts no billing fee, and ultrasound performed at the request of a referring physician, which does attract a professional fee and requires a requisition, documented and stored images, and a written report, and that is subject to audit and peer review.
Ultrasound with small portable equipment is now so good, that its use during clinical examination of a patient should be routine and should be taught in all medical schools as part of the basic clinical skills program, not significantly different to the skills required in using a stethoscope, an ophthalmoscope, a tongue depressor, or a proctoscope. It is inconceivable to me that a modern young physician would speculate on whether the spleen feels enlarged, whether there is an effusion in a knee or a hip, whether there are gallstones present, and whether that lump in the neck is the thyroid. Look at it with ultrasound and then ask, when necessary, for further imaging to clarify or seek for further explanations.
It is more than 20 years since we put 2 small portable ultrasound units in the anatomy laboratory at McMaster with the hope that in due course all graduating medical students would be able to make a basic examination of the abdomen and of the heart, and be able to declare either that all appears normal or that there is a problem here that needs further evaluation. The anatomy laboratory now offers solid training for medical students in abdominal examination with ultrasound. Technology has improved, and more ultrasound is being used in medical schools, but it is far from being accepted as a basic clinical skill for all physicians.
I agree that radiologists should have a major role in setting standards and regulations for imaging studies but also suggest that we should encourage and promote the use of ultrasound, this wonderfully safe window into the body, by all our young physicians in training.
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